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Bear, wolf & lynx

monitoring in Slovakia

Instructions

Name, email, tel. and address: We would like to have observers‘ contact details in case we need to ask anything about the observations and to inform you of project events and results.
Date: When your observations were made. Use a different sheet for each day.
Weather: The general weather conditions at the time of your observations.
Snow cover: Average depth, consistency and freshness (e.g. “20cm powdery new snow”).
Route: Write the start and end point of your trip and enough detail to describe the route you took.
When recording your observations in the following sections, only include information that you are confident is correct. If you are not sure, write a question mark next to it and include a brief explanation.
Species: Bear, wolf or lynx.
Number: The total number of individuals of one species at one location and in one group. Individuals or groups which are more than 200m from each other should be recorded separately.

Location: If possible please give GPS coordinates, otherwise specify the location according to the nearest place name with a brief description (e.g. “Králička, 200 m southeast of main ridge”). If you follow a track, record additional observations on the second page, making it clear which observations refer to the same track.
Habitat: What is the predominant habitat in the immediate area? Specify forest, clear-cut, meadow, pasture, arable land, recreation/residential area, etc. In the case of forest specify whether it is coniferous, deciduous or mixed and if it is young, old, closed, open, etc.
Altitude: Give the altitude in metres according to GPS or map.
Time: In the case of tracks, scats and other signs, write the time when they were first found. If you see the animal, write the exact time in hours and minutes when you first saw it and also when it was last seen. Alternatively, if the animal was still in the same place when you left, give the exact time when you last saw it and write in the notes that “still in same place when left”.

Activity: What was the animal doing, either when observed or as apparent from its tracks and other signs (e.g. “feeding on berries”).
Track size: Choose the clearest prints and measure their length (without claws) and width (at the widest point) to an accuracy of 0.5cm. If possible, measure two different fore prints and two different hind prints.
How old: Try to estimate the age of tracks and other signs: less than 24 hours old, 1-2 days old or more than 2 days? Bear in mind factors such as substrate, weather conditions and time of year.
Direction: Which way the animal went (e.g. “northwest along ridge”).
Notes: Specify whether the observation is of a direct sighting, a track or other sign (e.g. scat). Include a description of individuals that can be identified (e.g. “female with cubs of the year”). Note any reactions to other animals or people. Include any other information which you think could be important.
_________________________________________________________________________________
Please send the completed form to us at:

         SWS, P.O. Box 72, 033 01 Liptovský Hrádok
Tel.: 044-5293752   |   Email: info@slovakwildlife.org
www.medvede.sk   |   www.slovakwildlife.org
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